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Fixed Odds Betting Terminals

Fixed-odds betting terminals (FOBTs) are high stakes electronic machines, on which

customers can gamble on the outcome of simulated games, such as roulette.
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What is the problem with FOBTs?
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FOBTs are an anomaly in gambling regulation, with high stakes that have been linked with high
losses, gambling harm and a rising number of police incidents.
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How much s the £1.8hn in gamhbling losses

on FOBTs each year?
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What could £1.8bn fund each year?
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The Impact on Licensed Betting Operators

IS Materially Overstated

Bookmakers have claimed that regulating FOBT stakes would see them lose large sums of Gross Gambling
Yield (GGY) and lead to shop closures and a significant impact on the Treasury balance sheet.

However, analysis by the Centre for Economics and Business Research (CEBR) has shown:

Reducing FOBT stakes to

Gross Value Added will be redistributed would reduce GGY by only £335 million, is the estimated fiscal cost of problem
into the economy from the lost income 47% lower than the £640 million gambling related to FOBTs
on FOBTs outlined in the initial draft Impact
Assessment

Any attrition from gambling is likely to be either saved (thus benefiting the economy through investment in the long term) or
spent on other goods and services which could, in turn, provide a boost to other sectors of the economy.

Social impact must he factored into the decision

The of a reduction to

a £2 stake is the estimated welfare cost of problem
gambling related to FOBTs on themselves, their
families and their wider social networks.

What should be done about FOBTS?

The stake on FOBTs should be reduced to £2 now. This is the only effective way to protect consumers from gambling harm
on these machines. This call is championed by:
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